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Dear Reader,

The Embassy of Ethiopia in Brussels is proud to Ethiopian gastronomy in Belgium:
present the first edition of its quarterly magazine.
Through exclusive reports, this “Ethiopian alove Story with a b”g ht future 14
Messenger” has the ambition to provide the EU
and Benelux diplomatic, media and business
communities as well as the Ethiopian diaspora ?rthr oD 019“,& 19
with the latest insights about the development
of Ethiopia at economical, political, social and
cultural levels. This magazine puts a special .
emphasis on the 40 years old relation between Letters to the Editor 23
Ethiopia and the European Union. We hope you
will enjoy this first edition. Your suggestions
and feedback are always welcome. Have a nice
reading!

The Editorial Team

Quarterly magazine of the Embassy of Ethiopia in Brussels. Editor: Embassy of Ethiopia in Brussels, Avenue de Tervuren
62, 1040 Etterbeek, Belgium. info@ethiopianembassy.be or +32 2 771 32 94.

On the cover: 40th Anniversary of the Ethio-EU relations celebrated on 20 October 2015 in Addis Ababa by Ethiopian

Foreign Minister H.E. Dr Tedros, European Union High Representative Ms. Federica Mogherini, Ethiopian Ambassador to
the European Union H.E. Teshome Toga and EU Representative to Ethiopia Ms Chantal Hebberecht.
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Interview with H.E. Ambassador Teshome Toga

“There is a convergence of interests

and of understanding between
Ethiopia and the EU”

What are the major sectors of cooperation between
Ethiopia and the European Union?

H.E. Teshome Toga: The EU and Ethiopia have a
longstanding cooperation, that started in 1975 with
the Lomé convention and was renewed with the
Cotonou agreement, that will last until 2020. This
year, we are celebrating the 40th anniversary of this
cooperation. Ethiopia is benefitting from the largest
amount of EDF support among ACP countries. This
is a sign that Ethiopia has made good use of these
funds: the National Indicative Programme reviews
issued by the European Commission confirmed
Ethiopia has made good use of the resources. The EU
has been a strong partner in supporting development
in Ethiopia. Priority areas in the cooperation with the
EU include: food security and agriculture, that are
key sectors for us, as well as urban development.

We also cooperate in infrastructure. Ethiopia is making
huge investment efforts in this sector. While the EU
usually does not support infrastructure programs for
ACP countries, it agreed to make an exception with
Ethiopia and is accompanying our projects.

There is also a dialogue on issues such as good
governance and democratization, at bilateral
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and multilateral levels. The EU is supporting our
democratic institutions.

How do you evaluate the importance of trade and
investment in this relation?

H.E. Teshome Toga: The utmost importance is
given to investment and trade, which are essential
to achieve sustainable development and to collect
foreign currency. The EU is still the leading trading
partner as a bloc, with up to 40% of the Ethiopian
exports heading to the EU countries. That is an
important point of cooperation, we are focusing on
the EU market and its 500 million population. We
are working hard to attract more investment and to
increase our exports to this huge market.

The issue of migration has been on the top of the
EU agenda during the last year. What role is it
playing in the relations?

H.E. Teshome Toga: We have now a strong
cooperation in the field of migration. This was
recently enacted in the Common Agenda on Migration
and Mobility signed at the La Valetta summit in
November. Ethiopia is a country of origin, transit
and destination and is implementing a mechanism
to cut irregular immigration. The country currently
hosts over 730,000 refugees, and will maintain its



open-door policy to our brothers and sisters from
neighboring countries. By doing this, we allow
refugees to stay in neighboring countries, not far
from their home countries, and they don’t have to
risk the dangerous crossing to reach Europe. We are
expecting to increase our cooperation with the EU on
this issue in the future.

More generally, in terms of regional peace and
security, Ethiopia is the second contributor of peace-
keeping missions in the world and has deployed
several missions in the region in countries like South
Sudan or Somalia. Thus, our cooperation with the EU
in the areas of peace, security and stability is also very
strong.

What are other future areas of cooperation with
the EU?

H.E. Teshome Toga: A new area of cooperation
consists in fighting global warming. Even though our
contribution to global emissions is almost null, we
are a member of the international community and we
want to be part of the solution. Ethiopia has taken its
responsibility. Specific targets have been put in place
in our Climate Resilient Green Economy Strategy
and Ethiopia is determined to reach the target of 0%
net greenhouse emissions by 2030. It is in the best
interest of future and current generations.

Recently, Ms. Federica Mogherini, High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of the European
Union, visited Ethiopia to meet the Prime Minister and
our Foreign Minister Dr. Tedros Adhanom. Together,
they celebrated the 40th anniversary of Ethiopia-EU
relations. High Representative Federica Mogherini
and the Ethiopian Prime Minister agreed to elevate
the relationship to ministerial level. Ethiopia is the
third African country to enjoy this kind of relationship
with the EU, along South Africa, Angola and Nigeria.
Moreover, it was agreed to organize an Ethio-EU
business forum, either in Addis or in Brussels, which

“It is easy to work with

Ethiopia because we keep our
commitments, we keep our
promises. We take the spirit of
our engagements very seriously.
I think it makes it easy for the EU

to work with us.”

will be organized with the European Commission and
relevant authorities in Addis Ababa.

This is a very comprehensive and rich relationship
even if like in any relationship, there are areas of
differences. For example, EU and Ethiopia have
diverging views on areas such as the EU request to
liberalize the financial sector and telecommunications.
But this does not compromise in any way our fruitful
cooperation. Generally, the Ethio-EU relationship is
very transparent and productive. This is a cooperation
based on mutual respect.

European partners often mention how easy it is
to work in Ethiopia. How would you explain this?

H.E. Teshome Toga: There is a convergence of
interests, but also a convergence of understanding.
It is easy to work with Ethiopia because we keep our
commitments, we keep our promises. We take the
spirit of our engagements very seriously. I think it
makes it easy for the EU to work with us. Of course,
they know that we are open and transparent: when
we say “yes” it means yes, when we say “no” it means
no. That makes us predictable and consistent partner.
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Dossier

40 Years of relations between the EU
and Ethiopia: from aid recipient to
Strategic partner

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the
establishment of relations between Ethiopia and the
European Union (EU). While the EU has recently
launched a reflection process on the future of ACP-
EU relations, the celebration of this anniversary is
an opportunity to think about the past and make
projections into the future.

International relations have changed considerably
throughout these four decades, with profound
consequences on the relationship between Ethiopia
and the European Union. Ethiopia went from a
millenary-long monarchy to a Marxist military
dictatorship that was replaced by a Federal Democratic
Republic, while the EU grew from 9 to 28 Member
States and underwent major institutional changes.

The Cold War Years: Limited Relations

On 28 February 1975, Ethiopia signed the Lomé
Convention along with 45 other African, Caribbean,
and Pacific (ACP) countries. The Convention was
aimed at supporting the efforts of ACP states to
achieve self-sustained development through trade
and development aid. On many aspects, Ethiopia’s
formalizing ties with the EU (then called European
Economic Community, EEC) was somewhat
incongruous. The country was an exception, being
the only signing member of the Treaty that had never
been colonized. Moreover, the democratic and liberal
EEC officialized its relations with Ethiopia one year
only after the beginning of military rule and the
country’s switch from a Western to a USSR prism.

This was the result of the United Kingdom’s desire,
two years after its adhesion to the EEC, to extend
the Lomé Convention to more developing countries
and to move away from the Yaoundé Convention, a
previous association agreement comprising mainly
former French and Belgian colonies in Africa. A
second factor was due to Cold War geopolitical
factors: the ethos of Lomé was above all politically
neutral, providing large amount of money to
countries like « Marxist » Ethiopia and « capitalist »
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The EU relation with Ethiopia is
currently governed by the Cotonou
agreement, whose objective
goes beyond aid and includes
trade cooperation and enhanced
political dialogue. The EU plays
an instrumental role in the
development process of Ethiopia,
by providing funding through
the European Development

Funds (EDF) that helped lifting
millions out of poverty. The latest
allocation (11th EDF) of these
funds will provide some €745
million for the country between
2014 and 2020 in key areas such
as sustainable agriculture in food

security, health, roads and energy.
These sectors of intervention were
elaborated with the Ethiopian
government’s priorities in mind
through a collaboration of a new
kind: the EU’s plan in the country
was developed as a response to
Ethiopia’s development vision to
pursue high economic growth while
implementing pro-poor policies —
which explains the fact that Ethiopia
is the only country where the EU is
funding road infrastructure, due to
the high level of importance given
to infrastructure by the Ethiopian
government.




Former Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and Louis Michel, Member of the EC in charge of Development and

Humanitarian Aid in 2006. © European Commission

Cote d'Ivoire alike without conditions, allowing ACP
countries to determine their own domestic economic
policy and systems of governance. In the atmosphere
of the Cold War, the providing of European funding
to the Marxist dictatorship of Mengistu Hailemariam
was not particularly shocking. Therefore, during the
Derg regime (1974-1991), Ethio-EU relations were
strictly limited to development and humanitarian aid,
independently of domestic political concerns.

The 1990s: A decline of interest

However, in the international shakeout that followed
the collapse of the USSR, the geopolitical priorities
of the European Union changed substantially and the
special relationship shared between Ethiopia and the
EU started eroding. The end of the Cold war meant
that, from a strategic perspective, African countries
ceased to be as important as they once had been,
while the EU turned to its Eastern European partners
and attempted to expand its influence to Latin
America and Asia.

By the end of the Cold war, new concerns over
structural ~ adjustment  policies, notably on

economic models, human rights and governance
in international development also emerged. One of
the most significant consequences of this was the
introduction of a political dimension to EU-ACP
development cooperation. Meanwhile, disciplined
guerrilla forces had just overthrown the Derg’s
ruthless military dictatorship and were setting out
to build a new FEthiopia. During the early post-war
years of the 1990s, the new Ethiopian government
was taken up by internal matters: the country was
going through a reconstruction process, while a
new governance system had to be put in place, and
following the aggression on Ethiopian borders by
Eritrean forces, tensions with Eritrea were growing.
In consequence, the cooperation between the EU and
Ethiopia remained limited during most of the 1990s.

The 2000’s Revival

Ethiopia-EU’s relations experienced a revival at the
turn of the century thanks to the convergence of the
EU’s new stance on development and the Ethiopian
government’s efforts. These shared interests were also
reinforced by the ability of the Ethiopian government

The Ethiopian Messenger




8

g

b
T ™
-
e

Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn with President of the European Commission Jose Manuel Barroso in 2013 at

the European Union-Africa Summit

to adapt to the changing paradigms of the global
development policy and security priorities.

After the Cold War, the landscape of international
development had evolved towards a less ideological
and politically-oriented approach and a strategy
caring about concrete results and supporting
ambitious national policies. Poverty reduction came to
the fore as one of the main objectives of development
cooperation, and a new principle was now widely
shared: poorer countries would only emerge from
poverty when they would take full charge of their own
destiny. This vision was later formalized by the UN in
eight “Millennium Development Goals” which have
oriented the direction of EU development funding for
the past fifteen years.

This new paradigm was also endorsed by Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi. As a guerilla commander in
the time of the 1984-5 famine, Meles Zenawi was
profoundly marked by the mismanagement of the
drought and later explained that it had been for
him “the most powerful motivation to work daily
for economic development.” Once done with major
internal political preoccupations, FEthiopia has
introduced a developmental democratic economic
model which is a total reconversion of the country’s
economic policy that made remarkable progress as
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over the last decade: Ethiopia has moved from the
second poorest in the world in 2000 to an annual
double-digit growth.

A multidimensional partnership

Ethiopia’s low level of corruption, good governance
record, efficient and effective utilization of
development finance and pro-poor economic
performance partly explain the increased support
it has received from the EU. Indeed, EU diplomats
are often heard saying: “If things do not succeed in
Ethiopia, then it will not work anywhere. ”

But beyond humanitarian and development concerns,
the EU and Ethiopia also share a common concern on
international issues such as counter-terrorism, peace
and stability, migration and climate change among
others.

A strategic ally in regional security

Since the attacks of 11 September 2001, Ethiopia’s
geopolitical importance became even more crucial
in the eye of Western partners. Given its size and
position in the Horn of Africa, the country had for
a long time been regarded as a dependable partner
with respect to Western security interests and a key



factor in safeguarding stability in
the region. But Ethiopia is now
a cornerstone of the EU Foreign
and Security policy in Africa
and the EU’s renewed concern
for Ethiopia came to the fore in
2011, with the adoption of an EU
strategic Framework for the Horn
of Africa, while a new Special
Representative for the Horn of
Africa was appointed in January
2012. The EU has also committed
more than €575 million to the
African Union Mission in Somalia
(AMISOM) to which Ethiopia
is a major contributor, seeking
to reduce the threat posed by
Al-Shabaab terrorist groups in
Somalia.

Ethiopian Foreign Minister H.E. Dr Tedros confers with EU Foreign Policy

Chief Ms. Federica Mogherini in Addis Ababa in October 2016

Moreover, Ethiopia’s contribution

to peace and security in the

Horn of Africa, particularly the peace process in
South Sudan and the state building in Somalia is
regularly acknowledged by European partners and
the EU closely coordinates its support to the African
Union and the Inter-Governmental Authority for
Development (IGAD) with Ethiopia.

The year 2015 marks a renewal
in EU-Ethiopia relations with

the agreement to take the
relation to a higher level. It is the
culmination of years of an ever-

improving relation.

Beyond its geostrategic significance, Ethiopia is also
important to the EU in terms of regulating the effects
of irregular migration out of the region, both in the
region and through its linkages to Europe. The EU
recently increased humanitarian funding for refugees,
providing an additional €5 million to respond to the
needs of the growing number of refugees in Ethiopia
and bringing the Commission’s humanitarian aid in
Ethiopia to €31 million for 2015.

Being host of over 730,000 refugees, Ethiopia’s
experience became crucial this year, as the EU faced
its most severe refugee crisis. It was the first country
to sign a Joint Declaration for a Common Agenda on
Migration and Mobility at the Valetta on 11 November
2015, another step towards the much broader
relationship that the EU is building with Ethiopia and
the country will benefit from a substantial part of
the €1.8 billion EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa.
In this regard, the EU and Ethiopia have decided to
elevate the level of their relations into a higher level,
involving a regular dialogue at Foreign minister level
and organizing Ethio-EU business forums.

All of these activities are underpinned and supported
by a robust and meaningful political dialogue based
on Article 8 of the Cotonou agreements. Ethiopia is
the only ACP country to hold a dialogue three times a
year in Addis Ababa in this framework, while political
consultations about the democratization process of
the country are regularly organized with EU partners.

EU-Ethiopia ties initially developed in the framework
of economic and development cooperation that
expanded over the years, and is still diversifying from
its original aid focus. Over the years, Ethiopia-EU
relations have grown into a broad set of strong ties.
Now, forty years on, the year 2015 marks a renewal
in EU-Ethiopia relations with the agreement to take
the relation to a higher level. It is the culmination of
years of an ever-improving relation.

The Ethiopian Messenger
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Business

Ethiopia and the Benelux: closer
relations through rapidly growing
business ties

On the path to ensure a sustainable development
of its economy and to achieve the status of middle
income country by 2025, Ethiopia is increasingly
considered as a favorable investment spot in sectors
such as agro-processing and light manufacturing.
The Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg play an
important part in this development. Since diplomatic
relations were established between Ethiopia and
the Benelux countries (1906 for Belgium and 1950
for the Netherlands) Ethio-Benelux relations have
experienced growing economic and business relations
and they are determined to further strengthen their
cooperation. This commitment has been expressed
through several high-level business events held this
year, both in the Benelux and in Ethiopia.

Ethio-Netherlands Business Event

The economic and business relations between
Ethiopia and the Netherlands are flourishing. The
Dutch private sector is already extensively involved
in Ethiopia, mainly in horticulture and agriculture. In
total, more than 300 Dutch companies have secured
investment licenses in Ethiopia. The Netherlands are
the main export destination for Ethiopian flowers,
accounting for 80% of the country’s total flower
exports. The Netherlands is supporting the Ethiopian
business sector by providing yearly development
finances equivalent to €120 million as well as
supporting innovative financing schemes such as
sponsoring consultative groups and cancelling of
a substantial amount of debt. However, despite
the increasing number of investments by Dutch
companies, opportunities available in Ethiopia are
not fully optimised. In view of this, both countries
have agreed to stimulate the Dutch private sector
investment in Ethiopia and trade opportunities
between Ethiopia and the Netherlands by holding
the very first Ethio-Netherlands Business event in
the Netherlands on 5 and 6 November 2015. This
event was, for an important part, the result of the
second round of Ethio-Dutch political consultations
which took place in the Hague on 5 and 6 of March
2015. This Ethio-Netherlands Business event
themed ‘A Growing Investment Opportunity’, was
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organized by the Netherlands Embassy in Addis
Ababa, the Ethiopian Embassy in Brussels and
the Netherlands Africa Business Council (NABC).
Fifty Ethiopian government officials and private
sector representatives led by Finance and Economic
Cooperation State Minister Ahmed Shide attended
the event. The Forum has provided the Dutch private
sector with the right know-how, practical information
and network to invest or trade with Ethiopia. In
the business event, specific attention was paid to
seven sectors, in line with the Dutch development
cooperation programme, Ethiopian priorities and
Dutch expertise: oilseeds, seeds, dairy, poultry, spices,
textiles, logistics and construction.

In total, more than 300 Dutch
companies and 30 Belgian
companies have secured

investment licenses in Ethiopia

The event was marked by a series of bilateral events
between the participants, including a general plenary
session, sectoral workshops, business networking and
a meeting with the Dutch Flying Swans Consortium.

On the occasion of the business forum, both countries
signed a Memorandum of Understanding on
development and economic cooperation in order for
the Netherlands to align its development cooperation
programs with Ethiopia’s growth and transformation
policies and support the Ethiopian private sector in
its efforts to do business in the Netherlands. This
agreement between the Netherlands and Ethiopia
was signed by State Minister Ahmed and the Director-
General (Vice-Minister) of International Cooperation
Christiaan Rebergen. During the event, business
linkages were stimulated with 150 matchmakings



between Ethiopian and Dutch companies and

Government officials.

Ethiopia is committed to ensure the creation of a
conducive business environment for Dutch private
sector companies by minimizing administrative
burdens, enhancing transparency and guaranteeing
predictable tax regulations. Several Dutch companies
are already active in Ethiopia, such as Heineken,
Bavaria, Solagrow and Florensis. As the Netherlands
will organize an Economic Mission to Ethiopia on
Ethiopian priority areas of investment and trade
in May 2016, future success stories will have to be
added soon.

Belgian Multi-Sectorial Economic Mission to
Ethiopia

Belgium is one of the most important partners of
Ethiopia, politically, economically as well socially.
The two countries share an historical relation and
the Belgian Government is committed to support
the increased interest from the Belgian companies
towards Ethiopia. Out of the 28 EU member states,
Belgium is the third biggest exporter of products to
Ethiopia just behind Germany and Italy. The country
exports products such as phrmaceuticals, machinery,
cars and trucks to Ethiopia. Belgium is also the third
bigest importer of Ethiopian products, just behind
Italy and Sweden mainly importing coffee, tea, spices
as well as seeds from Ethiopia. In terms of foreign
direct investment, Belgian companies have started
investing in brewery, solar energy, construction and
other sectors. More than 30 Belgium companies have
already secured investment licenses in Ethiopia. The
trade volume between the two countries in 2014 was
USD 410 million, but compared to the potential, there
is a very vast room for improvement.

As a first step to further deepen this relation, a multi-
sectorial economic mission to Ethiopia was organized
in collaboration with the Flanders Investment and
Trade Agency (FIT), Wallonia Investment and Trade
Agency (AWEX) and Brussels Enterprise, Commerce
and Industry (BECI). The mission, which took place
from 19 to 22 November 2015, aimed at boosting
the economic and business relations of the two
countries in terms of trade and investment. Fifty
three muti-sectorial Belgian companies active in
sectors like architecture, banking and investment
projects, infrastructure, energy, consumer, agrofood,
agriculture and manufacturing industries held
discusions with Ethiopian government institutions
and with about hundred Ethiopian private companies
including the Ethiopian Investment Council, Ethiopian
and Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce and

“A lot of opportunities”

Vincent Libbrecht, from a Belgian
construction company that is currently
operating in DR Congo said ‘Ethiopia
is a fast growing economy and has
lots of opportunities we will assess the
market to invest in the country’. He also
counted on business networking events
and highlighted that it will give a chance
to get to know Ethiopian counterparts
and do business jointly.

Sectorial Associations. To support closer relations, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Ethiopian Chamber and Sectorial Association and the
Chamber of Commerce and agriculture of Belgium
was recently signed. The MoU is set to be the first step
for cross-country cooperation between the business
communities of the two countries that is expected to
further strengthen the trade and investment relations.

The fact that European countries such as Belgium are
in possession of advanced technologies in construction
machinery and agro-processing sectors and the fact
that Ethiopia is in a dare need of adopting such
technologies to advance its economy makes them
attract one another.

The Luxembourg Economic Mission

The economic and business relation of Luxembourg
and Ethiopia is picking up as time goes: the very
first Luxembourg Economic Mission to Ethiopia
will take place in February 2016, organized by the
Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce and Industry
in collaboration with the Embassy of Ethiopia in
Brussels and the Embassy of Luxembourg in Addis
Ababa. In preparation to this Mission, some members
of the Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce had a pre-
mission to Ethiopia this October 2015.

By and large, these are strong signs for an increasing
interest from the Benelux investors to do business in
Ethiopia. This in return will have a strong and positive
effect on the people-to-people relations between
Ethiopia, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.

The Ethiopian Messenger
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Tourism

Lalibela — the 8th wonder of the world

The Northern part of Ethiopia exhibits the highest
collection of fascinating historical and religious
wonders of the world such as the twelve majestic
monolithic rock-hewn churches in Lalibela. The town
of Lalibela was the strong political power house of
the Zague Dynasty that ruled Ethiopia from the
late 12th to early 13th century. The city, previously
known as Roha, got its famous name after the death
of Saint Gebre Mesqel Lalibela who is said to have
been surrounded by a swarm of bees at his birth,
signifying his future sovereign kingship of Ethiopia.
Ethiopia’s adoption of Christianity in the 4th century
had a strong influence on the King Lalibela, and he
is believed to have been in Jerusalem as spiritual
pilgrimage at his earliest age. However, following the
conquest of Jerusalem by the Muslims in 1187, the
pilgrimage of Ethiopian Christians to the holy city
was halted.

This impediment inspired King Lalibela, who is also
considered as a saint, to build dozens of churches
curved out of a rock of monolithic blocks, in an
attempt to build a “New Jerusalem” as his capital in
Lalibela. Still today, these churches are considered to
be among the holiest places in Ethiopia for pilgrimage
and annual devotion for Ethiopian orthodox Christian,
next to the holy city of Aksum. The construction
of the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela, with its
breathtaking and remarkable architectural design of
the past generations, remains a mystery despite the
many researches undertaken by archaeologists and
historians. There is a widespread belief that King
Lalibela received his revelation to construct the New
Jerusalem from God, and according to a legend,
angels also took part in the construction of Lalibela
at night while Ethiopian men were carrying out the
excavation work during the day for 24 years until
its completion. However, referring to the chronicles,
Ljubicia D. Popvich in her Article ‘An Ethiopian Holy
land’ in 1971 stated that King Lalibela only saw the
angels while they were helping the laborers during the
day, and continued working during the night on their
own. The Portuguese explorer Pero Da Coilha, who is
said to have been the first European to eyewitness the
rock-hewn churches of Lalibela, said in his testimony
“I weary of the more about these buildings, because it
seems to me that I shall not be believed if write more,
I swear by God in whose power I am that all I have
written is the truth”.
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“Centuries after its
construction, many
scholars and visitors,
overwhelmed by its
wondrous construction
and mystical history, have
claimed Laibela is the 8th
Wonder of the World.”

According to the UNESCO, the Churches of Lalibela
are constructed in two major groupings crossed by
the holy river of Jordan found in Lalibela. To the north
of the river Jordan, Biete Medhani-Alme (House of
the Savior of the World), Biete Mariam (House of
Mary), Biete Maskal (House of cross), Biete Denagel
(House of Virgins), Biete Golgotha Micheal (House
of Golgotha Micheal). Similarly, to the south of the
river Jordan, Biete Amanueal (House of Emmanuel),
Biete Qddus Mercoreus (House of Saint Mercoreos),
Biete Abba Libanos (House of Father Libanos), Biete
Libanos (House of Libanos), Bite Lehem (House holy
bread) and Biete Giorgis (House of St. George) is
isolated from others but connected by trenches. The
interior designs, the painting along with elaborately
decorated processional cross and ancient manuscripts
scrolls in Lalibela are the exceptional mark of the
Ethiopian Civilization presented to the world.
Centuries after its construction, many scholars and
visitors, overwhelmed by its wondrous construction
and mystical history, have claimed Laibela is the 8th
Wonder of the World.

Biet Gyiorgis Church, Lalibela.
© Rod Waddington
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Cuisine

Ethiopian gastronomy in Belgium: a
love story with a bright future

During the last ten years, the interest and attention
towards FEthiopian gastronomy has dramatically
increased in Belgium, with the opening of four
restaurants and one coffee house. Located in Antwerp,
Leuven and Brussels, these friendly Ethiopian places
are an outstanding way for Belgian and Europeans to
discover the Ethiopian culture and more specifically
the FEthiopian cuisine. Whether they are operated
by managers of Ethiopian or European origin, these
places have a common ground: the passion for
Ethiopia and its culture. We interviewed some of the
men and women behind these businesses to know the
inside story of this interest for Ethiopian gastronomy.

Familial atmosphere

In her small restaurant “House of Lalibela”, Mrs Seble
Wongel has everything in hand: the administration,
the decoration, the service and, most importantly, the
kitchen. She cooks herself with the help of another
cook. “There is no fixed recipe, you have to reinvent
everything again and again”, she explains about her
colorful dishes that combine curcuma, cardamon and
other spices both with and without meat. Mrs Seble
also gives a big importance to the contact with the
clients. For her, eating at “House of Lalibela” is not
just about tasting good food: it is a way to discover

Coffee Ceremony
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Esayase Abraham from Little Ethiopia restaurant (Leuven).
© Niewsblad

It starts with the green raw coffee beans, charcoal and a frying pan. The beans are progressively
roasted and will be ready after it cracks. This is where the traditional coffee maker (usually a
young woman in a beautiful traditional white dress) replaces the frying pan with now freshly
roasted beans for the traditional coffee pot filled with water, to let it boil. While the water is on its
way to boil, the coffee maker will first make a round with the frying pan filled with freshly roasted

beans amongst its spectators to give everyone a sniff of the fragrance. Then she will be pounding
the beans into coffee powder. Once the water has boiled, she adds a certain amount of coffee to
the pot and then a last round of waiting starts, until all of the powder has sunk to the bottom of
the pot and your coffee will be ready.

Margit Eelbren Vegter, from www.hetgrotemensenleven.nl
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Brussels Aksum Coffee House has everything in-house to offer fine coffee. © 1 lbgue_c/Instagram

the country through the stories she can tell, but also
through the original decoration she has made herself:
paintings, photographs and craft objects. After living
among others in Ethiopia, Ukraine, Cape Verde,
Senegal and Mali, Mrs Seble Wongel opened her
restaurant in Leuven in 2006. She did this as a real
world citizen, to give a comprehensive and profound
taste of what Ethiopia actually is. She does it so well
that clients often come from other regions in Belgium
to enjoy the hospitable atmosphere of this familial
restaurant.

From anthropology to Ethiopian gastronomy

For Nassim Khabazi, manager of Kokob restaurant in
Brussels, the discovery of Ethiopia has been game-
changing in his personal track. With a background in
anthropology, he visited Ethiopia and decided to open
a restaurant in Brussels with two business partners.
The initial idea was to combine an anthropological
project with a restaurant. Two of the initial business
partners are still part of the adventure: Nassim and

the other founder, an Ethiopian, is still part of the
team as chief cook of the restaurant. Since 2007,
the restaurant has become an important place for
gastronomy in Brussels and received very positive
reviews in the press. In addition to food and coffee
ceremonies, clients can also enjoy elegant and
modern FEthiopian decoration. Fully booked nearly
every evening, the restaurant is particularly popular
to celebrate special occasions like Christmas, New
Year’s Eve and, of course, the Ethiopian New year.

Improve the image of Ethiopia

When he first came to Belgium in 2001, Esayase
Abraham was sad to see that his country, Ethiopia, had
often a bad image in the eyes of the Belgians. “They
were even surprised to hear that we had three meals a
day in Ethiopia!” Esayase remembers. To counter this
lack of knowledge, he decided to undertake a project
to promote Ethiopian culture. While he first thought
about going into the clothing business, he then
decided to prepare himself to open a restaurant. After

The Ethiopian Messenger
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several years of training as a cook and experience
gathering in the United States, he finally opened his
restaurant, “Little Ethiopia”, in Antwerp in 2010.
Apart from food, the restaurant also offers several
opportunities to get a wider glimpse of Ethiopia: a
yearly tourism information session in November, as
well as group trainings in Ethiopian cooking.

Fine coffee is all you need

Do you know where to find the top-rated coffee house
in Brussels (according to TripAdvisor)? It is located
rue des Eperonnier in the very historical center of
Brussels. Aksum Coffee House was started by Jarmo
Pikkujamsa in 2010. While a lot of coffee producers
focus on robusta coffee, Aksum Coffee House carefully
selects top-quality arabica beens from Ethiopia,

Kokob restaurant in the heart of Brussels

The Ethiopian Messenger

which produces one of the finest coffee in the world.
According to Jarmo Pikkujamsa, the country itself
is more and more taking advantage of this local
excellence: the quality of coffee beans served locally
improved dramatically since his first trip to Ethiopia
15 years ago.

Jarmo is not only a businessman: he is first and
foremost an art-lover, and also a scholar who has
studied the tradition of coffee houses and tried to
trace the influence of the Ethiopian coffee ceremony
in the way we consider and drink coffee today. “My
findings on this topic are still sleeping in my computer.
One day, it might come out as a book or a film”, he
explained.



The

From decoration to food, everything is self-made at House of Lalibela restaurant in Leuven

Aksum coffee house is so successful that Jarmo
decided to open a second Ethiopian café early 2016.
At this new place, food will be offered in addition to
the same high-quality coffee. By then, the current
Aksum Coffee House will focus on selling raw coffee.
Franchising could also be an option, Jarmo told
us. But franchising cannot be reduced to the brand
“Aksum Coffee House”: it is first and foremost about
the concept. In three words: Excellence for the coffee,

Discover the Ethiopian
restauratns in Belgium

House of Lalibela

Brusselsestraat 59

3000 Leuven

Open in the evening, closed on Monday
Booking: 016.23.38.80
http://www.houseoflalibela.be

Kokob

10 Rue des Grands Carmes

1000 Bruxelles

Booking: 02 511 19 50

Open every evening, lunch on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday

Coffee ceremony on Wednesday and Sunday
http://www.kokob.be

conviviality for the visitors, and authenticity for the
place.

At the end of our interview, Jarmo spontaneously
thanked the Embassy for the support provided when
he started his business several years ago, most notably
by putting him in contact with the relevant business
partners in Ethiopia.

Little Ethiopia

Zirkstraat 8, 2000 Antwerpen

Booking: 03 336 22 93 or resa@little-ethiopia.be
Open in the evening every day except Tuesday.
http://little-ethiopia.be/

Aksum Coffee House

Rue des Eperonniers 60-62

1000 Brussels

+32 484077695

Open every day 10-19 except Monday
http://www.aksumcoffeehouse.com

Toukoul

Opened every day except Monday
Rue de Laeken, 34

1000 Bruxelles

Booking: info@toukoul.be

Coffee ceremony on Sunday
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Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam

For the economic and
social progress of
Ethiopia...

o "’énd for"‘thE hengﬁ;t "“F 8 g e Sy
- Rt a1 - LY " - . 3 .." e o
o e
+.. ‘J - ’ -H"]‘ 1‘:- — . g . 0 . - - %= ¥ N
oo P‘.:: reg] Qn‘ A N ¥ _:f}.;?'!n- o ~ o~ & \? . '\T" - “ e —‘::' W '?‘ ._:vlgﬁ:..,w. A i

s"'* t i.\

A m & L ‘.r _' 1 - r‘- ~ : | & -~ T -
' “* L gl A T, e Vi g L N A Y - dag
. P L ¥ e e, ' F o T ; '-'. '.‘I-‘.—."_ . . T i "d‘ -..' 2 s
D 7 ALl T v o o asind %
-’ o Wrowiiineieetr 7 o ‘- s Tl
T B e T : s
i e TR e N ../*- mltd -
'T‘w L ka ,"_'.'l?t_ e~ oy > Ty OW (0] 30 e e -ﬁ .;~. -
5 A Y, SR o - . &"- ~ 'ﬁ'—- P -“
T R Sy R N .ﬂ.—‘\."“. ' - - e K .
¢ MENEST v o Ty T | i a : . "4
e sl .. v ?thu W, - e WPy ’ - - 3 3&_ e
; i R ] v are o o LR ) P s <



————————————————————

0aL07 ¢ GIOL:!

PATEE 4ol AP LIPNENLD a0 0T AL
%P 2.007°¢ 71NN (V1ETFD AT
AG 0Lt tAFd AT TnPTL. WP ATIE
2 a0 hd.Le-A Al hAA 29207°¢- 8/
T (TR 8007 ¢-0< (AIC AT AL T
TAFe A998 &G WIPOPAPT nole
LT (MHenT16 29907 0 TATE AT +m
P SOAT A9ILITT a0t $8007 ¢
Z 0L (T8 (190 7PAPh AL L15A:: (1P
P'r9° 08007 ¢ “TUNLAN TPGE Aarq
MC 04.2.4-09° NNAAI® 08PN ¢ a0l Ty
99008t 4007 ¢ (A Y14 OPFP v-2F
TOP W8 A NV FenT16 R A1C
APG: 08007 ¢ 7 NGA K8.NNC NI4T
av vt 08007 ¢ 7 N19h NLTLrt (UG-
APE £28 TINNC AMGALYFT 90X OhPar
M@~ av(\ /o PavBavs em- 08PN "¢~ 7 %A
Nicht 6-10 7 2007 4.9°. &40 &G gav
70t QAAANSGT A DALPTE 08PN -0
400N TONSTF AL AdeT P90.07AN
FFEO OALCA AhAT OFTHOF O HALS HTS:
1 0L99P v NTINNC N80T ¢-@ TTUN
Ol P4 PaPL PPt ATUT LT (RONT ¢
@7 AQGPAN T POM APET AT P27 A0LD-
PG PG LHT NPNG APFFT OHhFFe P
COd::)

PATEREL AL0NT ¢ 77O

* 8007 ¢-0F ATIAte (o ¥nt N-d et
OOt ACIPEPT avhhd PIGT@- (DB U1C
09194 A CXLD-LTG TDAL A ATXLD-P
77 WUFD- OC ATINFANCT AT AP
TPFD-Y FCTI° AAD- H90C ATIPA 19L0

7 ¢ FAate 1Fvan @C 2005 %4.9°. PACT
$%P BPOT ¢ 7L O (16 AR @A A:

! 00D ANLATT, AAT H0CS DAL T
@7 AN FTIHOD AdDE ALLBES Phl
GC ACHPTT &PLD AavTPaAPA PATATFPA:
: U167 8207 ¢ n91.SCATFD- A1CT DG

AATLG e ATTETE ANE hPMomT WAT1.00
Pgop av(FFFDIG PPPFFO7 ATI0NNC
P9 LATA AN U277 LATEA:

* Z0L0LD7 av( At 1992491 kT &40F

* Ot L4PNT ¢ AQAT (D-F> 190,

T 20EC AS NAASEL AIPAAPT PO AL
AIPIOL: W0 LT LTLONTA PATTCTLT
TEI° TIN4.071.8 avavs @ -+H8 (INe-
AL, WA Q\::

* DNt 04007 ¢ AOAT PTD-AL: A1l
Fao- Féhi QUA: 272 AG 00T 29008050
“COMTt §eA7 ¢ WICUT ADP TEAEI TN
4.07.9 avavg @ I AD-As PCOA::

* NeeaT ¢ (LPCIF 0104 P&HF P
NeeaNAN ANAL Ad PP+ (LIPT a0
Ot9° UT7 9% OO 071010 AT (4
PGT 0199241 AhWNL.99T AAT aoe Y W80
POt APTLLT 102

AP TOAST avF PP nCL:

M@ A1C 09054 ATCEED0IG TD0L:
A& Lm0 UG FD- OC ATI0HAN

CG UATFSP APTVPFD-Y HCTHI° AAD- G
OF (P @Al ATPMPI®G A1+9° PATIE:
TP AL ATINFA (v FE0 T Ned
Ah A7LANE ANCT PU9 T0Pe: TCT (LA
&0t PFAA @t ATINGPHTN A7LT.L8
N9990% hG TPAe0VTFO- 10407 PV 120
AT AP 270/94 O (190+9(1C AL
LT

APE. (@ AT 2754 DAL AL
L P07 P KIC HAT NPbt ARPT NF
ntame e N-fF NavAh NFO-AL Al Fa-
A28 TG DI° A PP D PO YT
PN TG0 TS PULnPar (T U-pd A9Iap
FFE 009 P0TA PATEEP FOASY T av @
¢P NCL ATLLTT LAPAN:: NALAAI° 1L
Lomav FOCFIG T1$ P HEeTT AL
070000 P1NLD+ P9I0E.297.0 avavs @ AT

The Ethiopian Messenger 19



3 ———

20

0 AL AP0 TLCAN::

PFO-AL AAPCELP ao 0L ATLAL (-
FOAL AACEDO07 (1% PATAINT HaP'k
6 OC LPLO hS P1L1m PALT actéht
NAhA SHO- NavplA T94LA ST AN ::

PAZON T 7 TINETF

08PN ¢ AT YT TATE ATINL
Ah.A. NAhI°N 2002 APS OPTA: A79.0-9°
aAA [T PR TN FPTFE AUIC OO
AAUOF AAFhAK 20 o F N9.50F
CT °hC O (U4CE 20 $7 2003 4.9°. 270
OPtA: A1C OO OTHALR PA 7O TP T
HCET avA99e-1 ATLEAT P4007 ¢ hOATIP
PTG Awe-C THCO NA1S-TF7 QTht
LC (Letter of Credit) a°hd.-t ALNLAI T
@-sp> 0451 LD OIS ANGFD* 779, PH-
PILLPENF DY avA PP TF: RARNTFE O
NPLT 198 AT8.LNN0 TE.P& To10L-P APHL.
1 RI1TA:

PaLO7 ¢ SR IOHS AT AT &7 IN

8007 ¢ NAIC BOT ATnT (@R J°HS
Q7h Ao<7t Neehdt TIHFT @L A1C O
NN THANGE AL TG AT2.mPI°0TF AT
AFA AT %P O7h Ak.A. 12004
avavs, @ Pt @Y avavs @ hu-At Gavd-t
024 Ak.h. 12006 NALAKI° 1ot ¢ Fop
CT7 Aavg 2 NTLeNTFA oAl P75 (oo
av4 @ RPC hF.HNNA/31/06 AN A79.0T
+LCY M HHLP D RhNG-C O\CET SPAT -0
AGOI° NPT ATO-AE A4 PDF> IOTHS
Tt 081t AFPRA 99849 FAN:: SPOT"
& 1671710 avdh LULENTANL. D LD-spp
IOWMHS GOt ATINLAG ATINE T I PULeNTA
avav s, @ RPC AS.HNN5/30/06 Akb.A. 12006
OP-F heTO-0F S1TA::

PFA® CAPLL VAN, 18 170
L4007 ¢ @7 AT HATES PUNT SOt

N4 A78C AFA® AR U401
TI0F PULD-N 425710 e.LO7 D ATI00

The Ethiopian Messenger

a0 PV40 180 Lavalt 708 ANt
LH A0 08PAT ¢-@ +ATtE PN TP6s7S
206 ANNANT P99.00H0N% °NC (AT W24
PPav-G¢ 1 19.MGTNs 1974 170 IO Ahh9Y,
MGPP L0 W80 1D+ ATR.CAPAT N9
avd, PO AU FATE 01998491 AL 2150 x:

082N7 ¢ APHLLT PATT WIPOPOLPT?

Remittance:- h@-sp 71C ®L 71CNT
29910 77HA &AF (Remittance) 1°LoPAhT
8007 M TLAND: TIHA (A7 A 00,
T L% P7l.Ah®- AT PHUI® P
etP0e 00N FC aPAdA : ATIPUCT -
AMSS AFAA Age )T OH T AOHPRA P90,
L0 ALY NU-NTT L25 L W16+ET
Pw-epr I°IHSG GATE ePmt9° (LIPY 19997,
At @L 7IC AT OPPT KGN ATA
et NEPS AT9.U-9° V16F ANQT A8 hef
(debt Servicing) AL10°10\ hovFI® 1AL
A@-sp> P K70 FaP YT (FDI) A914-45p9°
SUGa\::

R7A0Fa - A% APOePHINT
0AD- 2.M7 0L (HFALIP Lo19° AL.D-
AOC haod~t O HTTO- PU-t AchH AL TS
ALTONFaP Y AaPE QPR TAALT +0
&P Py 0990.8P RPC TOAL ATTRE
PG AFCLPP NTALe CAYONTP Y avhh
OOT ATPOLO 0994 AL RITA =
NH.V9° h300 000 NAL ATLV7? B2 PO A&A
aeMC AN =

20 914.AM- 2207 ¢ 17L.8CNT A1C
NTLTY 04O OC DL EF D YT
A% MATERE ATLavlt 04N4NG PACA

O MAF I0L 99200 10+ 20U NB9IC LS
PA (LY ATELP OOT Piv AIOCTTG
N8PAT¢- avnnd av+ONC APT4.md NaPEe:
AL 1@< CUT ATINEIITG (4 WIPOLP0,
N72:4°1 PNAM @397 aOP7 WTLTLF AN
avavt kPNFIICTP

B CNI°:- A& LD-0T P PO-B ESOPTT
RPC ATPRIPCS V16T REHI® T4 5+
PULI0TT PPI° ATINTTT PTLEOTA PY16EY
TPER WG OO (-0 PESHI® a7 O
P2 AVT¢T NIPHPOC NTINHPOPS PANTNE



SCOTT NG RECHTFD-T NaP@M| AL,
ILTT APON7 ¢ A0AT €TC hLH @L 1LH AP
ER,avL. apgP)t K12 T 1D

Pa-P G PENT NS, T91°1C:- (Y arhh
AT LD-07G TDDL A ALLLD-0T 5P
07°¢ N0 LU-7 +L4-8FD (4 ATPN

PO 199241 AL 215 (v (NS PHI°UCTH
+Pa9t (LTS ARG LT NaPIPUCTHS
N9°CI°C 299,404t €TC NLH @L 1LH AP
av/ 1M-::

eYIC 1% 3 7037 N7Lavdnt:- AdeR
P07 N9.94-NF AL &VL 127177 2498
ACHRAT7: TNEE TLELP T pal talk §
Aot 99.L0PFT Navmed® Y16+ LLLATN
7 CADG TG UNLHANE ALTET AR TaOT
avpt 9O ao PPy TINFPOPE (IHen,T146I°
OPEAS HSHI® HCE D094 ATESPD-075
FOAL AFCELO-0T TEEhT PCOD- N0
IT70F (¢ AL A19.0% BmOPA::

RAPNT ¢ TATE ATI0L PDLLT hPM
BPT i

* AUT PA@-  P8PAT ¢ hRLEET
(@< 182 °C T 08LLNT1C Eiid
Pay.avg. 1@ Y KLLE O T 41 NNt
ALLEEAT LH@® MNP avAh- APHAQ
AG hPL1 Pav (LIPIP° AT V14T (A
L PhAgsh 71t ALNT 7 UL
ANA 091.0LLB AY1% ATITS 0L T APL
C10+ 9FAD- ANTFPOA TOAAC (9°L5TG
Lt Navamt ALY NTLLOEC LLE
+mért NPT AmPAL “LiOEC DL
ATGHLTE 1 KeLEET ANTFD- = Y¢-
790 AOGALYTE T PALLET T AD-T
PILLLANT U-3F PTLFL LIPTA:

* A8PNT ¢ av@lh PTLINVFD hmd
AL, aolBPFY A+ AT OB avst
TP T avpn® PT N +msnls OPFP
A1 oo 718 e99.LL00F ACYT SHLDA::

* NFALR 717 0915617 AteSPm-0
75 TOAL AACLPDPYT O1LL-E 08PN ¢
av/% (Data) 77000 £7¢- 0&TrE A4
NGOG A9PCI°C : ATST : AT ATC
I° TN AONT 19925 P\ h78.L

A (A H

* AGPEavs P 1H, (71C AP& L8 (L
L1 08007 ¢ 7 h(FC nPAL L0 T
GP207°¢-®<7 (I Financial sector N910T& AP
ALEL®- (1 Capital equipment lease financing
AT9.0T¢ a®AT 1AG~T aeNlt 4LN7 -+
(Y HCE A7P.0Te ANLALD7 L6 21410
g\

+ OmPAL vNLt0a07 TAL Lo
RPN ¢ TATE PI1LLGPS PO
TP T ATt ANLALDT ATPAPO £L
LIO0\E

* W19 L0t

® 10C AR T07°CT h0ALD- hA.A
TCTF 2015 4.9° TIC AL AN TELHA
TAZ°CT AN NaoPE 104 TAZ°CT A0
ot AeATIP::

* N@-sp L1NEF D7 $23 AmGP@- mP
AND- @L, WIC (LT P9La0A0- P40 7 ¢ ANAT
PN a AP RARNTT NPl 19 270100
aoav g @ O P4 +o10P (LLL PBP (LIP7I°
AL NI W18 +LCAA:: LUATS
NPZTS Fha h&f 29100 Awre-C APTn
ST BTG

NP, LA9° 8.P07 6@ 191\ hoLeLCI1m-
ATPOPA LAP (VHLL-E avT1e avypad(
PNAM @M1 NavPr 8007 @ NgPH.Y
aohih A9LLLCIOTD WIPOAPLOLPT avpelivt
ANGALDY &6 PLCIA:

The Ethiopian Messenger

21



These Benelux companies have invested
millions in Ethiopia.

Many more opportunities are waiting for

you.

@:5@ PR R® AVANTOTE nOLTY
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EMBASSY OF ETHIOPIA
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Letters to the Editor

From shepherd to surgeon

Prof. Mitiku Belachew contacted us to pass a message
for Ethiopian youngsters. In fact, this Professor and
reknown doctor has an inspiring experience for
young people in Ethiopia: raised in Ethiopia, he then
came to Belgium where he became a very well-known
professor and doctor. Now that he is retired, he will
go back to Ethiopia where he has educational and
medical missions. This inspirational life path between
Ethiopia and Belgium can be further explored
by reading his autobiography “Le Berger devenu
Chirurgien” (in French only).

PROE MITIKU BELACHEW
mitiku.belachew@gmail.com

CENTER for LAPAROSCOPIC SURGERY
http://www.lebergerchirugien.com/

Ethiopian Airlines and Belgium

Recently, Ethiopian Airlines moved departing cargo
flights from Brussels to Maastricht. The alleged
reason was that no direct traffic rights could be given
permanently by Belgium to Dubai, Hong Kong and

Shanghai (the so-called fifth freedom) without
transiting through Addis Abeba.

This was wrong, as under the 1944 Chicago
Convention, any State may freely grant (or indeed
refuse) traffic rights vis a vis another State. The simple
proof is that the Netherlands immediately granted the
traffic rights which were refused by Belgium under
pressure from a local competitor.

I suggest that this should be revised soon as the
origin airport (Brussels) is more suitable to efficient
logistics.

André Clodong
02 652 16 68 Info(at)prudence-consulting.be
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Did you know?

The first tramway in Sub-Saharan (South Africa excluded) opened in September 2015 in Addis
Ababa. It is carrying up to 60,000 passengers per hour on the two lines of the network.

The Ethiopian Messenger

——————————————————

23



In Ethiopia corporate profits are not taxed
during the first five years.

Tempted?
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